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Our Mission:

Ankeny Community Schools is unified in its 
commitment, passion, and vision so every learner is 
prepared to achieve a lifetime of personal success.



Purpose

Purpose: Provide research based learning on the history of critical race 
theory, what it is and isn’t, share what is taught in our curriculum and 
the impact it has on our students lived experience.

Community Learning Target: Participants will understand by unifying to 
create a just and equitable learning environment that embraces the 
history and experiences of its learners is not only good for students, but 
also for our community and our shared future.



• Blame and shame

• Calling out individuals as racist

• Judgement

IS ISN’T

• Brave space to engage in 
courageous conversations

• Personal Learning

• Continuous Improvement

• “Messy work” we will all make 
mistakes; we will not always get it 
right

This Forum Is and Isn’t



● One voice at a time

● Speak from your own experience

● Trust that others are speaking their truth

● Pause and listen

● Strive to be mindful and present

● Challenge assumptions

● Contribute to a positive learning environment

● Expect and accept non-closure

● It’s not about perfection but about connection and learning

Community Agreements



Agenda

Welcome – Ken Morris, Jr. 

CRT - Dr. Jeanne Dyches/Q&A 

ACSD Curriculum – Carol Eddy/Q&A

Student Panel– Kelcy Lofgren/Q&A 

Good to Great - Dr. Erick Pruitt

Closing Activity – Ken Morris, Jr. 

https://www.ankenyschools.org/departments/equity/



Understanding Critical Race 
Theory

Jeanne Dyches, PhD



Objectives

Explain Critical Race Theory (CRT)’s history 

Discuss CRT’s tenets 
(aka components) 

Provide examples of CRT’s applications 

Contextualize current CRT debate from a CRT lens 

Provide resources for further engagement 



● Conceptualized 50 years 
ago; published 40 years 
ago

● Originated in the legal field

● Analytical tool to 
understand systemic 
racism

“Many scholars of color, who had initially 
identified with the language and goals of CLS 
(e.g. Derrick Bell, Kimberlé Crenshaw, Richard 

Delgado, Cheryl Harris, Patricia Williams), came 
to the view that Critical Legal Studies failed to 
engage usefully with the reality of racism by 

reductively positioning it as simply analogous to 
class-based discrimination” 

(Rollock & Gillborn, 2011, p. 1).



1. Centrality of Race/Racism (Delgado & Stefancic, 
2017)

2. Voices of People of Color are important, 
legitimate, and powerful (Delgado, 1989)

3. Whiteness as property (Harris, 1993)

4. Intersectionality must be considered
(Crenshaw, 1991)  

5. Interest Convergence helps explain civil 
rights advancements (Bell, 1980)

6. Commitment to social justice (Delgado & 
Stefancic, 2017; Tate, 1997)

Tenets
(Components) 

of 
Critical Race 

Theory 



(1) Centrality of Race/Racism (Delgado & Stefancic, 

2017)



(1) Centrality of Race/Racism  
(Delgado & Stefancic, 2017)

Construct of race-ever evolving; not static 

Samuel Wells, New Physiognomy (1868)

“The Iberians are believed to have been originally an African race, who 
thousands of years ago spread themselves through Spain over Western 

Europe. Their remains are found in the barrows, or burying places, in 
sundry parts of these countries. The skulls are of low prognathous type. 
They came to Ireland and mixed with the natives of the South and West, 

who themselves are supposed to have been of low type and 
descendants of savages of the Stone Age, who, in consequence of 

isolation from the rest of the world, had never been out-competed in the 
healthy struggle of life, and thus made way, according to the laws of 

nature, for superior races” from H. Strickland Constable's Ireland from One or 
Two Neglected Points of View, 1899



(1) Centrality of Race/Racism (Delgado & Stefancic, 2017)

Construct of race-ever evolving; not static Race as Blood: 
1662- VA ruling on “one drop” 

1705: North America’s first blood-fraction law: one-eighth rule (a person 
was Black if one great-grandparent was entirely of African ancestry). 

By 1910, twenty states classified citizens by blood-fraction, most using 
one-fourth or one-eighth. 

Race as Appearance:
1861 freedom case of Guy v. Daniel: enslaved Abby Guy was awarded her 
freedom due to appearance and behavior. 

pre 1911: Arkansas’s railroad segregation law defined “Negro” as “one in 
whom there is a visible and distinct admixture of African blood.” 

1985: Louisiana court ruled that a woman with a Black great-great-great-
great-grandmother could not identify herself as “White” on her passport.
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2010/12/one-drop-rule-persists/
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/entries/one-drop-rule-5365/

https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2010/12/one-drop-rule-persists/
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/entries/one-drop-rule-5365/


(1) Centrality of Race/Racism (Delgado & Stefancic, 2017)

Stotsky, 2010

“multicultural” 



(2) the knowledge, experiences, and voices of people belonging to 
historically marginalized populations are legitimate, valuable, and 
powerful (Delgado, 1989; Solorzano & Yosso, 2002)

Majoritarian Stories

Counterstories Henrietta Lacks
first immortal human cells ever grown in a laboratory

“‘HeLa cells were one of the 
most important things that 

happened to medicine in the 
last hundred years,’ [Prof] 

Defler said….

Like guinea pigs and mice, 
Henrietta’s cells have 
become the standard 

laboratory workhorse.”

https://www.history.com/news/rebecca-
skloot-on-the-immortal-life-of-henrietta-

lacks

https://www.history.com/news/rebecca-skloot-on-the-immortal-life-of-henrietta-lacks


(3) Whiteness as property (Harris, 1993)

2 I63 U.S. 537, 538 (I896).



(3) Whiteness as property (Harris, 1993)

EPA. 2021. Climate Change and Social Vulnerability in the United 
States: A Focus on Six Impacts. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
EPA 430-R-21-003. www.epa.gov/cira/social-vulnerability-report

http://www.epa.gov/cira/social-vulnerability-report


School Enrollment, Ankeny Community School District, 2017 
US Dept of Education Website: https://ocrdata.ed.gov/profile/9/district/27707/summary

(3) Whiteness as property (Harris, 1993) 

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/profile/9/district/27707/summary


In-School Suspensions

Out-of-School Suspensions

Ankeny Community School District, 2017 
US Dept of Education Website: 
https://ocrdata.ed.gov/profile/9/district/27707/summary

Student Enrollment

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/profile/9/district/27707/summary


Student Enrollment

Expulsions

Ankeny Community School District, 2017 
US Dept of Education Website: 
https://ocrdata.ed.gov/profile/9/district/27707/summary

(3) Whiteness as property (Harris, 1993) 

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/profile/9/district/27707/summary


(3) Whiteness as property- mainstream,
“normalized” perspective 

Last October, the all-White school board unanimously banned a list of educational 
resources that included a children's book about Rosa Parks, Malala Yousafzai's 
autobiography and CNN's Sesame Street town hall on racism.

The fact that all the banned materials are by or about people of color is just a 
coincidence, according to Jane Johnson, the school board president.

One mother said,"the community is 100% against an critical race theory 
indoctrination agenda," during Monday's meeting. "Schools are not the place for 
politics or identity to be shaped."

But critical race theory is not taught in K-12 curriculum.

"This is very clearly an attack on diversity, equity (and) inclusion. It very much feels 
like a political overreach based on misinformation," Ana Ramón, deputy director of 
advocacy at the Intercultural Development Research Association, told CNN 
earlier this month.

York parent Matt Weyant commended the school board for implementing the 
ban.

"I don't want my daughter growing up feeling guilty because she's White," he said.

That sentiment is spreading across the US. A growing number of states have 
passed or are considering policies strictly defining what students are allowed to 
learn about race.

https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/15/us/book-ban-
controversy-pennsylvania/index.html

https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/15/us/book-ban-controversy-pennsylvania/index.html


(4) People hold intersectional identities 
A “matrix of oppression” (Crenshaw, 1991)

photo credit: Meaghan Pelderkin

https://money.yahoo.com/missing-white-woman-syndrome-indigenous-230718505.html

https://money.yahoo.com/missing-white-woman-syndrome-indigenous-230718505.html


(5) Interest Convergence
Advancements in racial equality often happen when they dovetail with the interests of elite Whites
(Bell, 1980)

“Longstanding NCAA amateurism rules simultaneously require those athletes to labor under a modern 
form of peonage where [European American managers of college sports] harvest the fruits of [Black 
student athletes’] labor” (McCormick & McCormick, 2012)

University of Kentucky, 1955-56
University of Kentucky, 2019-2020



(5) Interest Convergence
Advancements in racial equality often 
happen when they dovetail with the 

interests of elite Whites (Bell, 1980)

argued that “white supremacy will be strengthened, not 
weakened by women’s suffrage” (Sanghani, 2015).

Iowa native and League of Women Voters’ founder Carrie Chapman Catt 
Only woman in her 1880 graduating class at Iowa State

Wrote the “winning plan” to pass 19th amendment in 1920 
ISU names building after her in 1992 

gratitude to dr katy swalwell 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/womens-life/11914757/Racism-and-the-suffragettes-the-uncomfortable-truth.html


(6) CRT privileges social justice by assuming 
a critical stance toward color-evasiveness & 

neutrality
(Bonilla-Silva, 2006; Delgado & Stefancic, 2017; Tate, 1997)



(6) CRT privileges social justice by assuming 
a critical stance toward color-evasiveness & 

neutrality
(Bonilla-Silva, 2006; Delgado & Stefancic, 2017; Tate, 1997)

“White Talk” discourse (Haviland, 2008) 
(Niceness quote here

https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/fall-2019/teaching-kindness-isnt-
enough?fbclid=IwAR3jbeNA-
Bzk7s7UKmUX0d_q4E1ijtd_9xK7QXt4lohYoB_XdNPtbiSK1VQ

(Castagono, 2019; Gutsche, 2012) 

https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/fall-2019/teaching-kindness-isnt-enough?fbclid=IwAR3jbeNA-Bzk7s7UKmUX0d_q4E1ijtd_9xK7QXt4lohYoB_XdNPtbiSK1VQ


Why the sudden debate over 
teaching CRT in schools? 



https://www.loudountimes.com/news/rally-
opposing-critical-race-theory-held-in-
leesburg/article_9cd04bbe-cbac-11eb-be7a-
7b34ad16e9d8.html

https://ronaldyatesbooks.com/2021/04/stop-
critical-race-theory-before-it-destroys-america/

https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/p
olitics/2021/06/08/governor-kim-reynolds-signs-
law-targeting-critical-race-theory-iowa-schools-
diversity-training/7489896002/

https://www.loudountimes.com/news/rally-opposing-critical-race-theory-held-in-leesburg/article_9cd04bbe-cbac-11eb-be7a-7b34ad16e9d8.html
https://ronaldyatesbooks.com/2021/04/stop-critical-race-theory-before-it-destroys-america/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/politics/2021/06/08/governor-kim-reynolds-signs-law-targeting-critical-race-theory-iowa-schools-diversity-training/7489896002/


Why the sudden debate over 
teaching CRT in schools?



“Since 1865 and the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment,       

every time African Americans have made advances towards full 

participation in our democracy, white reaction has fueled a 

deliberate, relentless rollback of their gains. The end of the Civil War 

and Reconstruction was greeted with the Black Codes and Jim 

Crow; the Supreme Court’s landmark 1954 Brown v. Board of 

Education decision was met with the shutting down of public schools 

throughout the South; the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights 

Act of 1965 triggered a coded response, the so-called Southern 

Strategy and the War on Drugs that disenfranchised millions of 

African Americans.”

(Dr. Carol Anderson, White Rage: The Unspoken Truth of Our Racial Divide)



https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/schools-facing-critical-race-theory-battles-are-diversifying-rapidly-analysis-n1278834

https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/12/politics/us-census-2020-data/index.html

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/schools-facing-critical-race-theory-battles-are-diversifying-rapidly-analysis-n1278834
https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/12/politics/us-census-2020-data/index.html


1910s-genetic deficiency theory (Terman, 1916) 
1920- debate over evolution (1925- Scopes trial)
1950/60s- segregation; integration 
1960/70s- integration; “multicultural education” 
1970s/80s-“back to basics” (drop in standardized test 
scores)
1980/90s- “Great Books” vs multicultural literature debate 
(Bloom’s Closing of the American Mind)
2000s/2010s- “college and career readiness”; tracking; YA 
lit (diverse literature)

Why the “sudden” debate over 
teaching CRT in schools?



Is the debate really about CRT?

Who benefits from recasting CRT as “indoctrination,” 

“anti-American,” and curricula that “teaches White 

people to hate themselves”? Who loses?

How does the “CRT debate” reflect values--who gets to 

matter in classrooms, and in the world beyond? 



Q & A

Questions will be collected from index cards and webpage.



Carol Eddy
Director of Curriculum and Innovation 



● Reviewed on a 7 year cycle
○ Preparation .5 years
○ Development 2.5 years
○ Implementation/Monitoring 3.5 years
○ Evaluation .5 years

● Major components:
○ Identifying Current/Desired State
○ Identifying National/State Standards to adopt
○ Prioritizing Standards
○ Creation of Performance Scales
○ Selection of Resources
○ Development of Scope & Sequence
○ Unit Planning/Professional Learning

Curriculum Review Process

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AEWH6xvJLYofV2dfflcXpmyhbGLWM8fQKXu2q817NkE/edit?usp=sharing


Social Studies Curriculum Mission Statement: Students will engage in 
critical thinking with past and present situations to be empowered, productive 
global citizens in an ever-changing world.

Standards:
● National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS)
● Iowa Core

○ 4 separate groups (Universal Constructs, Content, Inquiry, Literacy)

Social Studies Curriculum

https://www.socialstudies.org/standards
https://iowacore.gov/


Universal Constructs (21st Century Skills)
● Critical Thinking

○ The ability to access and analyze key information to develop solutions to complex problems that may have no clear answer.
● Complex Communication

○ the successful sharing of information through multiple means that include visual, digital, verbal and nonverbal interactions. The 
message is purposeful, clear and concise and leads to an accurate exchange of information and ideas.

● Creativity
○ incorporates curiosity and innovation to generate new or original thoughts, interpretations, products, works or techniques.

● Collaboration (represented through ACSD Work Habits)
○ working among and across personal and global networks to achieve common goals.

● Flexibility & Adaptability
○ include responding and adjusting to situational needs, and changing to meet the challenges of new roles, paradigms and 

environments. 
● Productivity & Accountability (represented through ACSD Work Habits)

○ prioritizing, planning and applying knowledge and skills to make decisions that create quality results in an ever-changing environment. 

Universal Constructs are a required part of the Iowa Core and are meant to be embedded into every 
course/grade level.

Iowa Core



Content Standards are divided into the following topic areas. 

● Civics & Government
● Economics
● Financial Literacy
● Geography
● History
● Behavior Sciences

When selecting prioritized standards it is important to ensure vertical alignment so 
that all areas have a clear progression of learning throughout a students K-12 
experience.

Content Standards



Inquiry Standards are divided into the following categories:

● Constructing Compelling Questions
● Constructing Supporting Questions
● Gathering & Evaluating Sources
● Developing Claims & Using Evidence
● Communicating & Critiquing Conclusions
● Taking Informed Action

Inquiry standards are a unique set of standards specific to the content area of Social Studies. The 
standards focus more on the skills students should develop as they progress through the content 
standards.

Inquiry Standards



Resource Selection:
● Occurs once Standards have been prioritized & Performance scales have 

been written
● Rubric used to guide selection

○ Alignment to standards
○ Multiple viewpoints and representation

● Supplemental resources chosen when anchor resource does not align to 
all prioritized standards

Scope & Sequence
● Teachers outline order of standards/ progression of learning 
● Teachers identify depth of understanding needed for students to meet the 

standard
● Unit planning takes place to align portions of the resources with the 

prioritized standards.



Board Policies that govern Instructional 
Materials

605.00 Selection of Instructional Materials

605.01 Inspection of Instructional Materials

605.02 Objections to Instructional Materials

https://www.ankenyschools.org/605-00-selection-of-instructional-materials/
https://www.ankenyschools.org/605-01-instructional-materials-inspection/
https://www.ankenyschools.org/605-02-objections-to-instructional-materials/


Classroom learning environment that promotes multiple viewpoints:
● Safe space that encourages:

○ students to share their own point of view
○ students to ask questions and seek clarity
○ students to analyze and evaluate information.

● A peek into a High School Social Studies Classroom: VIDEO

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lBs73YF4qAL_7xLQUIV2PpUgX8vFmtpf/view?usp=sharing_eil_m&ts=615323a3


Q & A

Questions will be collected from index cards and webpage.



● One voice at a time

● Speak from your own experience

● Trust that others are speaking their truth

● Pause and listen

● Strive to be mindful and present

● Challenge assumptions

● Contribute to a positive learning environment

● Expect and accept non-closure

● It’s not about perfection but about connection and learning

Community Agreements



Kelcy Lofgren 
Academic Interventionist
Student Panel Facilitator 



Student Panel 



Q & A

Questions will be collected from index cards and webpage.



Dr. Erick Pruitt
Superintendent



So now what?



If YOU could design school, 
what would school be?

Designing the Future



Our Students’ Dreams
for the Future 

Dream Big

https://f.io/0bTF7Xri


Strategic 
Plan Timeline

Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. March April May 

1 2 3 4 5

1. Community Summit (September 23, 2021 @ 7 p.m. - Southview Middle School) 

1. Core Planning Team Retreat (October 25 - 27, 2021 - Location TBD) 

1. Action Team Kick-Off Retreat (December 6, 2021 - Time and location TBD) 

1. Core Planning Team Planning Session #2 (April 11-12, 2022 - Time and location TBD) 

1. Anticipated Board Vote on Strategic Plan (May 17, 2022 @ 6 p.m. - District Office Board Room) 

Action Team Planning Meetings (Weekly/Bi-Weekly)



Realizing Our Vision 

What will it look like, sound like, and/or feel like when 
our district is fully living out its mission of every 
learner being prepared to achieve a lifetime of 

personal success?

Generate ideas, be as concrete as possible
Record on chart paper

http://ow.ly/EaqB50GiFNn

http://ow.ly/EaqB50GiFNn


What Stands in Our Way

What barriers or challenges do we need to tackle 
to fully move from good to great in our district?

Generate ideas, be as concrete as possible
Record on chart paper

http://ow.ly/EaqB50GiFNn

http://ow.ly/EaqB50GiFNn


Designing the Future. 
Together.  

Trust that people of good will, working for 

the common good, will always make 

good choices.



Designing the Future. 
Together.

13,402 Contributions.

79,395 Minutes                          
of Collaborative Design.



Want to Get 
Involved?  

Sign Up to Get Involved 

Spread the Word in Your Networks 

Take and Post a Flyer

Celebrate Every Student’s Success! 



Refreshments provided by Ankeny Community Network


